
Some films sweep you away with breathtaking action. Others quietly capture your heart. For
the Love of a Woman belongs firmly in the second category, blending romance, mystery and
family history into a thoughtful, emotionally rewarding film.

Directed by Guido Chiesa and based on Meir Shalev’s beloved novel The Loves of Judith, the
film unfolds across two timelines that gradually intersect in surprising ways. In 1970s Israel,
Esther (Mili Avital) arrives searching for answers after the death of her mother leads her to
a mysterious letter. With the help of university professor Zayde (Uri Pfeffer), she begins
unraveling a family secret that stretches back to a farming settlement in 1930s Palestine,
where the arrival of the fiercely independent Yehudit (Ana Ularu) forever changes the lives
of three very different men.

Wedding of Yehudit and Rabinovitch. Photo by Vincezo-Aluia-©-2023 Colorado Film Production-Vivo-film

What makes the film so compelling isn’t simply its mystery, but the way it explores the
enduring power of love, memory and identity. Like a beautifully woven tapestry, each
revelation adds another thread until the complete picture comes into focus. The screenplay
patiently rewards viewers willing to invest in its layered storytelling.

Mili Avital gives Esther a quiet determination that makes her search deeply personal. She’s a
woman carrying unanswered questions, and her emotional journey becomes our own.
Equally captivating is Ana Ularu as Yehudit, whose intelligence, confidence and vulnerability
make her the object of affection for the men whose lives she transforms. She becomes the
emotional heartbeat of the story.

The three fathers. Photo by Vincezo-Aluia-©-2023 Colorado Film Production-Vivo-film.

The supporting cast adds richness without overshadowing the central narrative. Each
character feels authentic, driven by hopes and regrets that transcend generations. Rather
than relying on melodrama, the film allows emotions to develop naturally, making its most
poignant moments all the more powerful.

Visually, For the Love of a Woman is stunning. The landscapes evoke both the rugged beauty
of early Palestine and the reflective mood of Esther’s modern-day search.

Perhaps the film’s greatest achievement is reminding us that family history is rarely simple.
Love leaves echoes that ripple across decades, shaping lives long after the people
themselves are gone. As Esther uncovers the truth, viewers are reminded that
understanding where we come from often helps us discover who we are.

Esther and Zayde. Photo by Vered Adir

The movie is an elegant contemplation on love in all its forms—romantic love, familial love
and the enduring bonds that connect generations. Thoughtful, beautifully acted and
emotionally satisfying, it rewards audiences looking for a film that lingers in the heart long
after the final scene.

For the Love of a Woman opens at the Wayfarer Theatres in Highland Park on July 10.
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